Code 1107. Agents versus Agency: Women Migrants Role in Development
Length/Duracién: 180 minutes

For decades the discourse around migration had neglected to focus on the role of women migrant workers (WMW’s)
as key actors in the migration process. More recently, states and scholars have shown greater interest in WMwW’s
role in development, particularly in light of growing remittance flows and the feminization of migration. State policies
frame WMW’s as agents of development, while neglecting the agency of wMw’s, diverting attention from rights, and
reinforcing gender stereotypes. This workshop will focus on wmws as key actors in migration, problematizing the
“agents of development” discourse, and moving past the “heroes and victims” narrative. Presenters will use empi-
rical case studies to provide a gender analysis of key dimensions of migration governance and the contemporary
migration and development paradigm; bringing rights, agency and lived realities of WMwW’s to the fore.

3:00-6:15 p.m.
Room/Salén: Piranesi

ORGANIZER:
Jenna Hennebry, International Migration Research Centre, Canada.

PRESENTERS:

Sarah Gammage, UN Women, U.S., Jonathan Crush, Balsilie School of International Affairs, Canada, Ménica Corona,
UN Women, Mexico, Gretchen Kuhner, Instituto para las Mujeres en la Migracion, Mexico; Bridget Wooding,
Observatorio de los Migrantes del Caribe, Dominican Republic.



